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Italian Decree Law no. 41 of 22.3.2021 (so-called 
“Sostegni” Decree) – Main tax measures 
 
 
In brief 
 
By way of Italian Decree Law no. 41 of 22.3.2021 (the so-called "Sostegni" Decree), published in O.J. no. 
70 on 22.3.2021 and that entered into force on 23.3.2021, additional urgent measures were introduced 
for undertakings, economic operators, workers and families in response to the COVID-19 
epidemiological crisis. 

Italian Decree Law 41/2021 is currently being converted into law, and as such the relevant provisions 
may be subject to amendments and supplements. 

The main new measures introduced by the Decree are analysed here below. 

 New non-repayable grant; 

 Extension of the period of suspension of the activities of the collection agent;  

 Extension of the "rottamazione ter" [writing-off of debts with the Italian Revenue Agency 
without penalties and arrears] and "saldo e stralcio" [full and final settlement arrangement] 
instalment deadlines;  

 Automatic cancellation of 2000-2010 debts;  

 Settlement of unsent discrepancy notifications [avviso bonario];  

 Increase in the upper limit for State Aid;  

 Time limits for issuing payment notices [cartelle di pagamento]. 
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The details 
 

 

Topic Description 

New non-repayable grant  
(art. 1, par. 1-9, 12 and 13) 

 

 A new non-repayable grant is established for holders of a VAT number: 

 that carry out business, art or professional activities or earn agricultural income; 

 that are resident or established in the Italian state. 

 In any case excluded from the grant are: 

 taxable persons whose activities had ceased by 23.3.2021 (the date that Italian Decree Law 
41/2021 entered into force); 

 taxable persons that obtained a VAT number on or after 24.3.2021; 

 public-sector entities, as referred to in art. 74 of the Italian Tax Consolidation Act (TUIR); 

 financial intermediaries and holding companies, as referred to in art. 162-bis of the Italian Tax 
Consolidation Act (TUIR). 

 Eligibility for the grant is subject to the following conditions: 

 revenue/payments for 2019 must not have exceeded EUR 10 million; 

 total average monthly turnover and fees for 2020 must have been at least 30% lower than the 
total average monthly turnover and fees for 2019.  

 Taxable persons that obtained a VAT number since 1.1.2019 may avail of the grant, provided that 
they were subject to a drop in VAT turnover, without being subject to the 30% drop in turnover 
requirement (meaning that they can avail of the grant even if the drop in turnover was less than 
30%). 

 The grant amount is calculated by applying the following percentages to the difference between the 
total average monthly turnover and fees in 2020 and in 2019; 

 60% for taxable persons with 2019 income/payments not exceeding EUR 100,000.00; 

 50% for taxable persons with 2019 income/payments of between EUR 100,000.00 and EUR 
400,000.00; 
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 40% for taxable persons with 2019 income/payments of between EUR 400,000.00 and EUR 1 
million; 

 30% for taxable persons with 2019 income/payments of between EUR 1 million and EUR 5 
million; 

 20% for taxable persons with 2019 income/payments of between EUR 5 million and EUR 10 
million.  

 The grant may not in any case exceed EUR 150,000.00. 

 A minimum grant amount is also provided for, equal to: 

 EUR 1,000.00 in the case of natural persons; 

 EUR 2,000.00 in the case of entities other than natural persons. 

 Taxable persons that obtained a VAT number between December 2019 and 23.3.2021 can benefit 
from the minimum grant without additional verification of revenue and reduction of turnover. 

 The grant will be paid following submission of a dedicated electronic application to the Italian 
Revenue Agency: 

 between 30.3.2021 and 28.5.2021; 

 using the electronic channels offered by the Italian Revenue Agency or the web service available 
in the reserved area of the "Invoices and Fees" portal of the Italian Revenue Agency website. 

 The taxpayer has the option to have the grant paid:   

 directly by the Italian Revenue Agency via bank transfer; 

 in the form of a tax credit, to be used to offset tax liabilities via the F24 form.  

 The grant does not contribute to determining the taxable base for IRPEF, IRES and IRAP purposes. 

 The grant will be paid in accordance with the limits and conditions set out in the Temporary 
Framework for State Aid, as referred to in communication 19.3.2020 C(2020) 1863 final and 
subsequent amendments (i.e. a limit of EUR 1,800,000 per “Undertaking”). 

 Finally, the grant must be subject to the provisions, where compatible, and associated clarifications 
already provided by the Italian Revenue Agency in Circulars 15/E 2020 and 22/E 2020 in relation to 
the grant referred to in Italian Legislative Decree 34/2020. 
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Non-repayable grant for rent 
reduction (art. 42, par. 7-8) 

 For the purposes of coordinating the various pieces of legislation, the provisions of the 2021 budget 
law (Italian Law 178/2020) that provided for a duplication of the non-repayable grant for the 
landlord of a property (designated as the primary residence of the tenant) located in a Municipality 
with high housing pressure that reduces the rent, previously provided for in art. 9-quater of Italian 
Decree Law 137/2020 (the so-called "Ristori" decree), has been repealed. As a result, the only 
measure that remains in force is that referred to in art. 9-quater of Italian Decree Law 137/2020, 
according to which the grant is available if: 

 the landlord reduces the rent; 

 the rental arrangement is on a residential basis and concerns a property located in a 
Municipality with high housing pressure, included on the list approved by CIPE by way of 
resolution no. 87 of 13.11.2003; 

 the leased property is designated by the tenant as their primary residence; 

 the contract was in place as at 29.10.2020 (a requirement not included in the 2021 budget law). 

 If these conditions are met, the landlord is eligible for a grant equal to 50% of the rent reduction, up 
to a maximum annual limit of EUR 1,200.00, depending on available resources.  

Deferral of pre-filled VAT 
ledgers (art. 1, par. 10) 

 

 Provisions are made for the deferral of the introduction of pre-filled draft VAT ledgers, periodic 
payment notifications and pre-filled annual VAT returns by the Italian Revenue Agency. Specifically:  

 starting with transactions performed from 1.7.2021, the Italian Revenue Agency will provide all 
VAT-registered taxable persons resident and established in Italy, in a dedicated reserved area, 
with access to the draft ledgers referred to in articles 23 (invoice ledger) and 25 (purchases 
ledger) of Italian Presidential Decree 633/72, as well as the periodic payment of VAT; 

 starting with transactions performed from 1.1.2022, as well as the documentation referred to in 
the previous point, the Italian Revenue Agency will also provide access to drafts of the annual 
VAT return. 

 The online assistance program is based on data obtained from: 

 electronic invoices sent using the Interchange System; 

 cross-border transactions reports (so-called “esterometro ”); 

 payments sent electronically. 

 Additional fiscal data contained in the Tax Registry system will also be used. 
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Grants for businesses in 
shopping centers (art. 1, par. 11) 

 The non-repayable grant referred to in art. 1, par. 14-bis and 14-ter of Italian Decree Law 137/2020 
(the so-called “Ristori  ”Decree), available to operators based in shopping centres and industrial 
production operators in the food and drinks industry, has been repealed. 

Extension of the period of 
suspension of the activities of 
the collection agent (art. 4, par. 
1) 

 In accordance with art. 4 of Italian Decree Law 41/2021, payments that would have fallen due 
between 8.3.2020 and 30.4.2021 may be made, in a single instalment, by the end of the following 
month, i.e. by 31.5.2021, without prejudice to the option of submitting an application to defer the 
amounts under art. 19 of Italian Presidential Decree 602/1973. 

 Prior to the additional extension introduced by Italian Decree Law 41/2021, the suspension period 
was due to end definitively on 28.2.2021 and payment would have been due by 31.3.2021. 

 Payment notices are not being issued during the suspension period. 

 Amounts payable following an INPS charge notice [avviso di addebito], if due between 8.3.2020 
and 30.4.2021, must be paid in a single instalment by 31.5.2021, without prejudice to the option of 
requesting their deferral. 

 Italian Decree Law 41/2021 establishes that amounts subject to an enforceable assessment 
[accertamento esecutivo] due between 8.3.2020 and 30.4.2021 can be paid by 31.5.2021. This is 
applies to income tax, VAT and IRAP assessments and local tax matters. 

 According to the Italian Revenue Agency (Circ. 5/E of 2020), the aforementioned suspension would 
not apply to payments due following an enforceable assessment notice, but only to the payment of 
amounts already designated for collection. 

 The instalments relating to deferrals of debts due between 8.3.2020 and 30.4.2021 are to be paid in 
a single instalment by 31.5.2021.  

Extension of the "rottamazione 
ter" [writing-off of debts with 
the Italian Revenue Agency 
without penalties and arrears] 
and "saldo e stralcio" [full and 
final settlement arrangement] 
instalment deadlines (art. 4, par. 
1) 

 

 The instalments associated with the "writing-off of debts" (including the writing-off of debts relating 
to customs charges/import VAT) and the so-called "full and final settlement of unpaid amounts" are 
deferred.  

 Without being subject to any forfeiture or increased penalties and interest, the payment can be 
made:  
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 by 31.7.2021, for instalments due in 2020; 

 by 30.11.2021, for instalments due on 28.2.2021, 31.3.2021, 31.5.2021 and 31.7.2021. 

 Prior to the additional extension introduced by the Decree, payment of the instalments due in 2020 
were due by 1.3.2021.  

 The postponed instalments cannot be further deferred, but the so-called "tolerance period" of five 
days does apply. 

Automatic cancellation of 
2000-2010 debts (art. 4, par. 4-
9) 

 

 Debts assigned to Collection Agents between 1.1.2000 and 31.12.2010, relating to tax, social security 
and other matters, are automatically cancelled.  

 The automatic cancellation applies to debts that, as at 23.3.2021 involve an outstanding amount of 
up to EUR 5,000.00.  

 It may also cover debts that have been subject to previous "write-off" or "full and final settlement of 
unpaid amounts".  

 The cancellation extends to debts of any nature, including those unrelated to tax and social security. 
For example, it may include duties, social insurance contributions due to the INPS or Social Insurance 
Funds, and sanctions for breaches of the Traffic Code.  

 It excludes the (remaining) cases specified in the legislation, for example customs charges and import 
VAT.  

 Only taxpayers (natural persons, companies or other entities) that earned a taxable income of up to 
EUR 30,000 in 2019 (2020 return forms) are eligible for the cancellation.  

 
 

To keep in touch with us, or for more information, contact us at studio@ctep.it 
 
This Newsletter is only intended to provide general information. It does not constitute legal and/or tax advice, is not exhaustive and should not be relied upon as such. 
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